
All of the following information you may find useful and can be found 

on the following website: 

http://www.nysed.gov/nonpublic-schools/home-instruction-

questions-and-answers  
 

May a student instructed at home be awarded a local or Regents diploma?  

No. A high school diploma may only be awarded only to a student enrolled in a registered secondary 

school who has completed all program requirements set by the Regents, the school or the district. 

If a parent wanted to duplicate a home school program that is similar to the diploma 

requirements of public school students where would they look to find the requirements?  

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html 

Must the parents of a student instruct at home file an IHIP with the district if the student is 

enrolled in a correspondence school?  

Yes. The obligation to file an IHIP does not depend on the source of material used but rather on the 

location of the student's instruction. The board of education is responsible for ensuring that any 

student of compulsory age living within the district is receiving an adequate program of instruction. 

The parents and the district must comply with C.R. 100.10 even if the supplier of the curriculum 

materials considers the student to be enrolled in its school or program. (this includes any and all 

online school programs) 

Regarding College Entrance 
 

If home-instructed students cannot be awarded local or Regents high school diplomas, how can 

they gain entrance to colleges?  

First, please note that seeking admission to college is entirely a choice that students make, 

and successfully gaining admission to college is entirely the responsibility of home-instructed 

students and their parents. It is not the responsibility of the State Education Department or the local 

public school district to secure college admission for home-instructed students.  

Second, colleges set their own admissions requirements. These requirements vary from 

college to college. The burden, therefore, is on home-instructed students (and their parents) to seek 

and acquire information on the admissions requirements of the colleges of their choice. The burden is 

also on home-instructed students (and their parents) to convince colleges to accept them. Because of 

this, home-instructed students (and their parents) may wish to seek information regarding the 

admissions requirements of the colleges of their choice well in advance of the actual application for 

admission.  

Third, Listed below are some suggested strategies for home-instructed students (and their 

parents) to consider using to help them gain entrance to colleges. Consideration can be given to using 

a combination of these strategies. Please note that there is no guarantee that following any or all of 

the strategies listed below will ensure a home-instructed student's admission to any college. Again, if 

home-instructing students choose to pursue admission to college, they (and their parents) are fully 

responsible for this.  
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Suggested Strategies  
 

• A portfolio of the student's work, demonstrating its breadth and depth, might be developed 

over time. This portfolio can be shared with college admissions personnel to demonstrate the 

student's capabilities.  

• If a home-instructed student has taken Regents exams at the public school of residence, 

he/she can request the public school district to produce, on school letterhead, a list of the 

exams taken, the date on which they were taken, and the score the student earned. This list of 

Regents exam scores can be shared with college admissions personnel.  

• Home-instructed students can take the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and/or other 

standardized tests used for college admissions purposes. Scores on these tests can be shared 

with college admissions personnel. Home-instructed students should contact their public 

school district about arrangements for taking the Scholastic Aptitude Test and/or 

achievement examinations offered by the College Board or the American College Testing 

Service.  

• If the student is beyond the age of compulsory education, and has completed a program of 

home instruction in compliance with Section 100.10 of the Regulations of the Commissioner 

of Education, he/she can request that the superintendent of schools of the public school 

district of residence attest to this, in writing, on district letterhead. This can be shared with 

college admissions personnel. Please note, however, that the superintendent of schools may, 

but is under no obligation to, attest to this.  Home-instructed students can take the GED 

exam, when they have reached eligibility to do so. Students passing the GED exam can share 

their General Equivalency Diplomas with college admissions personnel.  
 


